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SUMMARY

M. Gorbachev
No Simple Solutions
As it turned out, the path of system transformation chosen in 1980s by the socialist countries is far from being short and simple. Many things went not as it was desired and planned that time. Why did it happen? What random and regular factors were involved, and which of them played the main part? How have Russia and the world around it changed since then? These questions are answered in the interview with M. Gorbachev, the real initiator of 'perestroika' and a member of the International Council of The World of Transformations.

A. Michnik
Grey Is Beautiful
Democracy is not black, white or red color. It is a market of desires and interests, mixture of sin and virtue, sanctity and meanness. Its value and taste are best felt when it is already losing to radical ideas. According to one of the leaders of democratic reforms in Poland, this may be the most important result of the 20th century. Today the peoples of Central Europe are facing new chances and challenges. What will be their destiny? What does the future hold in store for them: membership in a community of democratic states and open societies or provincial dictatorships and isolation from Europe?

G. Horn
Thorns and Roses of Transformation
In 1990s one of major Hungarian political figures G. Horn, being a member of the Hungarian Government and the Minister of foreign affairs, was in the thick of changes that took place in the socialist world. After socialism collapsed, he was the Prime Minister of Hungary and has been the permanent leader of the Hungarian Socialist Party and a member of the Executive Committee of the Socialist International. Of course, such an experienced public figure can tell a lot of interesting things, and so The World of Transformations addressed some questions to him.

R. Grinberg
Lessons of Market Transformation in the Post-Socialist Countries
How right did the peoples and elites of post-socialist countries act at the junction of centuries, when market economy, civil society and pluralistic democracy started to be formed? For contemporaries of historical turns it is always difficult to assess their significance 'without anger and prejudice'. But still the author makes an attempt to outline some lessons and results of the Eastern European transformation having almost a 15-year history.

I. Orlik
From 'Divorce' to Cooperation
A long period of 'half-frozen' relations between Russia and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe has finally caused an irremediable damage to both Russia and the CEE countries. Its perniciousness became apparent in the beginning of the 21st century. The paper describes the first symptoms of both parties' reasonable approach to forming the new relations, and their attempts to learn the lessons of the 'lost decade'.

N. Bukharin
The Democratic Legal State and the Civil Society in the Countries of Central and Eastern Europe
The paper describes the processes of democratization, establishment of the rule of law and rise of civil society in the countries of Central and Southeastern Europe. The creation of a democratic legal state is regarded as a long process that requires meeting various conditions and complying with numerous criteria, including the division of powers, creation of a new legislative system, and independence of courts and judges. Over the past decade to ensure the rule of law has been the most difficult and important task for all the countries in this region. For the time being, the civil society is at the stage of formation and thus cannot manifest itself as a significant force.

S.Glinkina
The EU Enlargement and the Prospects for European Integration
After the disintegration of the USSR and the downfall of the world socialist system the countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) again found themselves at the crossroads. They have chosen to develop relations with the European Union (EU) and to join it on equal basis. Today the EU is on a threshold of the large-scale enlargement. What may the CEE countries expect from this step and how will it affect the achievements of European integration? The consequences of the EU Eastern enlargement are among the most urgent topics of disputes going on in European political and academic circles.

L. Kosikova
The Integration That Failed or Why Russia Cannot Bring the CIS Countries Together
Over the past years the CIS has become neither defensive bloc, nor economic union, nor confederation of states. The Commonwealth is not a monolithic blocof all member countries but a conglomerate of several regional groupings, in which Russia is gradually losing its dominating role. Why does it happen? Is the real integration on the post-Soviet territory possible? What factors determine the specificity of the countries' economic interaction in this region? These are the questions the author tries to answer in this paper.

A.Lebedev
Reform of the Aircraft Industry Will Allow Russia to Maintain Its Status of a Great Power
It is not common that Russian large commercial organizations venture to invest into long-term projects not connected with oil, gas and mineral extraction or primary manufacturing of raw materials. One of those who do so is the National Reserve Bank (NRB), implementing a number of large-scale programs in aircraft industry, housing construction, telecommunications, and electric transport. The paper describes the achievements and plans of NRB in this field.

M. Intriligator
Globalization of the World Economy: Benefits and Costs
Globalization is a powerful real aspect of the new world system, and it represents one of the most influential forces in determining the future course of the planet. The author estimates potential benefits and costs of globalization, emphasizing that the dangers stemming from it could be offset through wider international cooperation and the development of new global institutions.

G. Kolodko
Globalization and Economic Growth
Globalization is of contradictory nature. On the one hand it fosters the growth of production facilities and living standards. On the other hand it causes crises in individual countries to spread all over the world and leads to growing disparities in the global community. This is the reality of today, which is being assessed differently by adherents of globalization and its opponents. An impartial analysis, characterizing the current phase of globalization and a potential for economic growth it offers, allows to find the truth.

E. Tsymbal
Cinematography as an Case of Successful Cooperation
Interaction between cinematographers in the post-Soviet space is obviously necessary, important and effective. According to the author, their cooperation on a multicultural independent basis has become an essential component of integration tendencies that manifest themselves more and more powerfully in relations between the CIS and the Baltic countries.

P. Kandel
Double Portrait Against the Background of Serbia
The basic tendency of political life in Serbia was the fight between the two political leaders of a democratic wing - Djinzhiich and Koshtunitza. The scale of the conflict suggested that it was only a personal disagreement between the two quite different and influential political leaders but rather a clash between different approaches to the sequence, rate and price of reforms in post-Milochevitch Serbia.

