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SUMMARY

Is Tomorrow Better Than Today? (The «Round Table» of the Journal)
Despite 20 years passed since Gorbachev started the perestroika, many questions are still open. What does the radical change really mean? Did it fail and why? What are the reasons and the driving forces of the transformation? How did the international factor impact the results of the perestroika? What are the reasons for diverging paths of transformation for Russia and China? What could be learned from perestroika for modern economic and political reforms in Russia? Economists, political scientists and historians, witnesses of the "great transformation" present their positions in the conference organized by the World of Transformations.

V. Bukovsky
Two Powers Are Required to Change Russia
- That is the point of view of the well-known Soviet dissident, now a political analyst and professor of the Cambridge University. In an interview to an editor of our journal, he evaluates the factors of disintegration of the Soviet Union, characterizes the nature of Gorbachev's perestroika, so-called reforms under Yeltsin and restoration of power vertical under Putin. He analyzes the current situation in economy, society and state in Russia and comes to the conclusion, that the liberation from slavery does not happen quickly and that the country requires new patterns of relations between people and between citizen and the state. 

A. Yazkova
Eastern Europe in the Period of Cardinal Changes (1985-1991) 
Avalanche of crucial changes at the end of the 90s concluded the history of the socialist world. Only the most important names and dates are engraved in the memory of the most of the contemporaries, who witnessed the fundamental transformation of social system. But with that years turning into the past, a desire appears to find the answers to still unanswered questions. What was the beginning? Who is to blame? Was it inevitable? The author of the paper proposes her point of view on the causal relations and fundamental appraisals of crucial changes, based on the study of numerous documents. 

V. Klaus
Debate on the 90s: Notes on Post-Communist Transformation
A well-known Czech economist and President of the Czech Republic gives his explanation of the nature and fluctuations of economic growth in the 15 years of market transformations in the Czech Republic, Slovak Republic and in the whole post-Socialist world. He discusses the reasons of acceleration and deceleration of economic growth, changes of development trends, efficiency of national economy. 

N. Kuharskaya
Eastern Vector of the External Economic affairs Ukraine
The break-up of the Soviet Union and creation of the CIS marked the beginning of complex integration and disintegration processes in the post-Soviet space. But the CIS appeared to be unstable from political and economic points of view because of its contradictory nature. The author's position is, that exactly the Russia's domination in economic bodies and mechanisms of the CIS let Ukraine and other countries of the CIS search for new models of realization of national interests in international economic relations. 

W. Schauble
New European Spirit: What Do We Expect from Russian-German Relationships
A well-known German politician, deputy head of the CDU/CSU fraction in the Bundestag introduces the basic elements of German foreign policy regarding the European Union and Russia to the readers of the journal. He points out, that the European integration has not to be considered as an alternative to the partnership with the U.S. and with Russia. In this context he expresses his opinion on modernization of the new Russia and its co-participation with the European Union and the USA in strengthening the new international order under globalization.
 

M. Muhametdinov
Unequal Distribution of Power and Resources as Main Factor of Instability in International Relations
Unequal distribution of wealth and power remains the major factor of instability in the world despite the end of the cold war. America's striving for supremacy leads to a split of the world community and increases the threat of new military opposition. The only way to prevent the global self-destruction of the modern system is to develop a new, more rational and just world. The governments are to focus on development of internal market instead of neoliberal strategy. An important factor of creation of a multipolar world could be regional integration without liberal foundations. 


M. Spoor
Poverty in Europe and Outside
The author argues, that there are two contradictory processes in the transition countries, which became members of the EU in 2004. On the one hand, modernization is often accompanied by stable and high growth rates, on the other hand inequality, poverty and marginalization of selected social groups (like ethnic minorities) becomes an important problem. The result could be the formation of several peripheral instability zones with low level of quality of life and security on borders of the EU. To prevent this scenario, the policy of growth' acceleration is to be extended by the policy of social and economic development of neighbor countries.

D. Rosenberg
Approaches to Reduction of Inequality: Case of Kyrgyzstan
The paper discusses different instruments of poverty reduction analyzing the Kyrgyz experience. From this point of view redistribution and privatization of land, healths care and education reforms are analyzed. The author argues, that an efficient poverty-reduction strategy requires coordination of activities of different governmental agencies, which is absent in the Kyrgyz Republic now. 

Yu. Shishkov
Globalization and Regionalization of the World Economy - Two Sides of a Coin
The paper criticizes the apparent contradiction between globalization and regionalization and argues, that these processes are interrelated and support each other. Regional integration creates a worldwide network of economic blocks, which unite the international economic space. Most of them are still unimportant, but with increasing technical and economic development of their member countries they gain significance in the international economic relations. A new trend is development of «North-South» free trade agreements that also contribute to a greater unity of the world. 

A. Deikin, E. Komkova
"NAFTA Plus" - "NAFTA Minus"?
The purpose of the article is to discuss the experience and the future development outlines of the NAFTA The authors analyze the main problems of the regional economic integration between the U.S., Canada and Mexico. Up till now NAFTA has been rather a system of bilateral relations with limited multilateral cooperation than a real multilateral integration group. The paper argues, that the NAFTA experiences an important crisis now that could significantly change its structure and the peculiarities. 



