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Summary
L.Scharinger 
An Innovative Model for Investment Partnership between Public and Private Sectors The experience of developed market economies shows that in some spheres of great national importance the joint public and private funding of major projects,as well as other forms of partnership between the public and private economic sectors, plays an essential role.The author believes this experience to be of much significance for transition economies in search of an optimal way for the state and private businesses to cooperate. 
I.Kotovich-Yavor 
Increasing the Competitiveness of Polish Businesses 
One of the problems connected with Poland's EU access on May 1,2004 is ensuring a sufficient level of competitiveness of Polish businesses. According to the author,now Poland can count on the EU's assistance in solving this problem.  
A.Piontkovsky 
The Challenges of the 21st Century and the Russian Political Elite
The change of millennia has given rise to broad discussions on 'Russia at the crossroads of history', though the country has been involved in geographical,historical and metaphysical self-identifying,which has been far from easy,for at least the past three hundred years.The author shows that today the Russian political elite taking part in this process behaves ambiguously and sometimes inadequately.  
A.Rahr 
Russia and the New European Union
 It is mentioned in the article that Russia has become neither an architect nor inspirer nor participant of the European integration.It has taken a detached position and is not willing to join the EU and NATO.However,in the author's opinion,Vladimir Putin,unlike the Russian bureaucratic elite, remains an adherent to the maximum integration of Russia and the EU. 
O.Bogomolov
The ‘Right Course’ Goes Bankrupt in Russia 
According to many experts,the Union of Right Forces having failed at the Duma elections in December 2003 revealed the crisis of liberalism,or rather of its Russian version,in Russia.But the liberal ideas as such,including liberty of speech,conscience and voting,should be regarded as integral parts of modern democracy.These are obviously of great value for the majority of the country ’s electorate despite their having been apparently discredited during the period of reforms.  
B.Malitsky 
The Doctrine of Power and the People ’s Vital Interests 
To create an efficient political power system is still an urgent issue for the sovereign Ukraine.To comprehend the new experiences,to analyze the causes of failures,and to work out a development strategy are pressing tasks the social sciences are facing.These tasks,though,can be solved only if the stable political power deliberately relies on expert opinions when taking decisions and supports the academic community in every possible way.  
H.Steiner
Russia,Poland and Hungary:Social Reality and Sociological Analysis 
All of the Eastern European transformation societies share two distinctive features:first,their state socialist past with its legacy of inherited contradictions,and second,capitalist perspectives in both the economy and society with the concomitant manifold problems in development.In the author's view,the commonalities show in economic and social structures, political institutions and mechanisms of power,systems of social norms and ideological values,and each of these interrelated topics can be further elaborated in empirical and concrete terms,which process brings to light also the apparent differences between the individual states or groups of states. 
J.Galbraith,L.Krytynskaya,Q.Wang 
Rising Inequality in Russia and China 
Despite the popular view that reforms in Russia and China have developed in different ways and have brought about differing results,the authors draw our attention to something in common for these two countries – a rise in economic inequality.In both countries,regional inequalities rose more sharply than inequalities across sectors but within regions. In particular,major urban centers gained dramatically,relative to the hinterlands.In both countries there was a considerable reorientation of sectoral advantage toward those sectors exercising the largest degrees of monopoly power.  
R.Prodi
Russia and the European Union:Firm Alliance,Broad Prospects 
When delivering a speech in Moscow shortly before ten more countries became EU members,the President of the European Commission dwelled on economic and political problems now facing the EU,including its relations with the third countries.It was emphasized that,getting closer to each other,the EU and Russia should develop their successes,learn from their failures and implement both ambitious and practical programs to develop cooperation.  
J.Carnogursky
How Many Speeds Does Europe Have Between the Atlantic Ocean and the Urals? 
The EU,especially after its enlargement,is one of the most influential players on the global arena.The place of the new EU on the geopolitical map of the world to a great extent depends on its ability to effectively deal with the numerous internal and external challenges,such as harmonizing the interaction between the 25 member countries,building relations with allies and rivals,and tackling the problems due to globalization.  
A.Atanesyan 
The 'Winning-Over'Strategy and Redistribution of Forces in the Post- Soviet Area 
Despite his critical attitude towards Russia's policy regarding its traditional partners and the CIS members,the author thinks it essential that the former USSR republics cooperate with each other.It is even more important in view of the attempts of the strategic players new for the Eurasian region to split it into small territorial units easy to control,to cause them to quarrel with each other and then to 'reshuffle'them.  
B.Porfiriev 
The Changing World of Crises 
In the process of globalization,solving urgent political and economic problems of individual countries and of the international community as a whole entails new problems,both ecological and socioeconomic. Aggravation of many of these threatens the people's health and lives,as well as their material and spiritual values.If the society fails to efficiently respond to these menaces,crises arise.What these crises are and how to prevent or limit them is considered in this article. 
T.Pain
Fighting International Terrorism:Applying the Experience of Coping Natural Disasters
'Let you live in the time of changes'– this ancient Chinese curse reflects the situation in today's world best.In addition to the already existing problems new ones have arisen,first of all international terrorism.Its specifics and the ways to fight it are the main subjects of this article.As the experience of the past decades shows,many of the ways to cope with natural disasters and their aftermath can be of use when fighting international terrorism.  
V.Shmidt 
Theatre as a Lab for Social Democracy 
Theatrical art,and particularly a number of plays staged in Moscow theatre 'Sovremennik',is interpreted as a means to popularize the ideas of social democracy in Russia.One of recent productions,'Momdadsondog',is used as an example of how theatrical art realizes the basic principles of constructing the social reality in the spirit of the left by aesthetic means.The author comes to the conclusion that the growing interest towards social art compensates for the lack of social initiative,characteristic of today's Russian socium.  
L.Lykoshina 
Alexander Kwasniewski – the ''President of All the Poles' 
Why both in 1995 and 2000 Poland voted for a social democrat,though just a few years before that it determinedly renounced its socialist past? Moreover,when A.Kwasniewski became the President of Poland in 2000, he won already in the first round,having received 3.5 times more votes than the leader of Solidarity M.Krzaklewski and 50 times more than its legendary founder L.Walensa.The author attempts to explain this phenomenon,among others. 
