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SUMMARY
I.Orlik
The Memory of War 

There are epochal events in the nations' history that cannot - and must not - be forgotten. Once their memory is gone, the nation's vitality, force, self-awareness, morality, and eventually its hope for future all get lost. This is the core of the people's true attitude towards Russia's recent past. In 1941-1945 the country lived through a tragic shock of the Great Patriotic War that ended with the Great Victory. The author of this article is one of those having contributed to that Victory..

J. Lukach
Controversial Issues of World War II

Professor J. Lukach, the professional historian from the USA, gives some interesting though disputable evaluations of World War II and pre-war events, characterizes political leaders of that time, and draws daring historical parallels with today.

T. Hunek
Polish Agriculture 

Over the past decade, during the structural adjustment of Polish agriculture, its strategic aims and philosophy, as well as the mentality of the rural population have been undergoing radical changes. This process is in line with the global tendency toward multifunctional development of rural areas, which is being proved in this article.



Chen Chengming, Xie Peiling
Evolution of Chinese Economic Theory 

With rapid and sustainable development of the Chinese economy, the authors consider it necessary to reform theoretical economics in order to enhance its positive role in the country's modernization. This reform is believed to involve analyzing, among other things, the contradiction between the level of productive forces and public ownership as principal policy, as well as the possibility of integrating some propositions of Marxist and Western economics.


O. Borokh
Chinese Economics: Toward the Free Market and Openness to the Exterior 

About 25 years of reforms have greatly changed both the Chinese economy and the Chinese economics. To familiarize the achievements of current international economic thought and to reconsider them based on the country's specifics are among high priority tasks in today's China. To evaluate the scale of changes, the author suggests looking at contemporary Chinese economics through the prism of debates between its representatives.


H.-G. Wieck
Russia's Striving to Dominate: the Fate of Ukraine, Moldavia and Belarus 

The disintegration of the USSR and the social transformation in the ex-socialist countries brought about significant changes in the balance of geopolitical forces in Europe, having aggravated the confrontation between Russia and the West over the dominance in Eastern Europe. Whether Russia will be able to retain its influence there depends much on the country itself. This is what the famous German politician and diplomat speculates about.


N. Laktionova
Russia's Geostrategic Priorities in the Post-Soviet Space 

For Russia and other CIS-members, gaining welfare and preserving their independence and social stability are only possible on the way to integration. According to the author, this is the reason why Russia, being the largest Eurasian state, should stimulate tendencies toward integration, based upon its own national interests along with interests of all the nations of the Commonwealth.


V. Heyets
Ukraine: Results and Problems of the Social Interaction

The policy of perestroika, conceived in the Soviet Union in the midA1980s, brought the whole country, including Ukraine, to a systemic economic and political crisis and thus necessity to modernize its government, society and economy. According to the author, the endeavors to replace the then existing dominant principles (etatism, plan, socialization) with the new ones (democratization, market, individualization) have been the driving force for the reform.


M. Gulchinsky
The Left Facing New Social Challenges

In the author's opinion, the fact that the left proved helpless when it came to solving social problems due to informational revolution and globalization calls for reconsidering these problems' criteria and developing a new strategy of the left.


V. Pankov
Post-Socialist Countries as EU Members: Is the Transformation Over?

According to international law, since May 1, 2004, eight Central and Eastern European countries may take full advantage of their new status as EU members. In this connection quite many important questions have arisen. The author seeks to answer one of them: are the countries having abandoned socialism through with the transformation?


O. Stiller, A. Libman
The EU Enlargement: Prospects and Challenges 

The EU enlargement is not only opening new prospects for Central and Eastern European countries but also making the enlarged EU face new challenges. In particular, the mechanism for European companies' functioning is bound to modify. The authors maintain that an increase in the number of EU members will certainly influence the institutional reforms being implemented in the European Union, as well as the EU's relations with its eastern neighbours - CIS countries.


A. Tatarkin, S. Burkov
Defining Globalization 

A phenomenon that modifies the mechanisms for the world economy's functioning and has an ever increasing impact on national economies, globalization calls for an objective study of all its aspects and consequences, and first of all for defining its core characteristics. The authors believe this will allow to identify the major contradictions of globalization and the possibilities of their application for raising the efficiency of national and regional policies.


G. Turban
Facilitation of International Trade Procedures 

Under globalization, the liberalization of trade can only bring about the expected benefit for the society if the international trade procedures are facilitated and harmonized. The author shows that international trade flows more and more depend on informational technologies for their development.


