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SUMMARY

Yu. Pakhomov
Interaction Between Ukraine and Russia in the Context of World Experience
According to the author, when analyzing the possibilities for harmonizing and integrating different economies – Russian and Ukrainian ones in this case – one should take into consideration not only organizational, economic and technological factors but also the degree of the parts' complementarity,assessed by the criteria of comparative socioeconomic genetics. It is also essential to study and apply the global experience of creating free trade zones and other regional institutions, whose members not only secure their economic interests but also increase their economic competitiveness and population's living standards.

P. Minakir, V. Kucheryavenko
At the Far&Eastern Border
In the 1990s, while Russia was dealing with the task of survival, which was all but eased by the situation in the Far'Eastern territories, a new candidate for superpower status – China –appeared on their borders. China actively and purposefully increases its political influence in Asia and in the whole world in addition to the economic power it has acquired over two decades of successful reforms, feeling more and more confident playing the role of the regional leader and letting other countries understand that it is not going to stop at what has been accomplished.

L. Lengyel
Sad Enlightenment
Despite the liberals forecasting an increase in the common wealth, all the countries of the world experience economic problems to some extent, which hampers the integration process. Under these circumstances, the Central and Eastern European countries' joining the European Union does not serve to brighten their prospects greatly, since their competitiveness is low compared to that of the EU's old members. The people's hopes for prosperity in the near future give place to disappointment, fostering nationalistic tendencies.


B. Shmelyov
The Balkan Roller Coaster
The disintegration of the USSR and Yugoslavia has affected the relations between Russia and the new Balkan states dramatically. The inconsistency of Russia's foreign policy in the 1990s, caused by the change of the country's elites, contributed much to the Balkan negative scenario. The objective research and analysis help better understand this process.

L. Balcerowicz
The Way to the European Monetary Union
The EU enlargement brings the complex task of harmonizing the economic mechanisms of its old and new members to the foreground. In addition to framework conditions, the latter have to comprehend and consider the specifics of some spheres of interaction. In particular, the entry of the CEE countries into the European Monetary Union (EMU) might prove to be far from easy.
D. Furman
Russia, the CIS and the EU
Initial conditions for the process of integration in the European Union and for reintegration of the independent states after the collapse of the USSR were completely different. Unlike the countries and the peoples of the CIS, those of the EU were never united in a common imperial structure, nor were they dominated by one great country whose power exceeded the power of all other countries of the group taken together. This fact, according to the author, predetermined the EU's success and the stagnant development of the CIS.

F. Klotsvog
The Common Economic Space: a New Step Towards Integration or a New Myth?
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Russia and Ukraine have signed the Agreement on the Common Economic Space (CES) and adopted the Concept of its formation. These documents set the aims of creating the CES, first of all as a condition for economic development and an increase in the population's living standards. Integration of the member countries' economic potentials is one of the most important aims of the CES. However sensible and well'founded the set goals are, the approaches to their achievement, in the author's opinion, are the same as they were with the earlier integrational projects and therefore need to be corrected.

I. Vasilev
Bringing the Most Significant Common Issues to the Foreground
Three significant events make this year a historic one. The first event is the EU enlargement, the second is NATO's expansion, and the third, which is the most rejoicing one, is the 125th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Bulgaria and Russia.

K. Jaani
Estonia: Western Return
Estonia is currently at a historical stage. Very recently the country joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the European Union. It is long ago that Estonia started getting ready to taking these important steps, and one has to admit that ten years ago no one there believed that the country would be a NATO member. Membership in the EU seemed to be more probable.

P. Molchanov
New Allies, New Debates: American Perspectives on NATO's Expansion
The logic of European political developments suggested NATO's transformation. Of all the available options – from dissolving the alliance to reforming it – its members have chosen to expand NATO by admitting the CEE countries into it. The author shows that the United States of America played an essential role in developing and fulfilling this strategic task.

I. Iliescu
Romania in the Global World
During the 1989 revolution in Romania, the opposition elite, including its outstanding representative Ion Iliescu, played a significant role. The new political leader was quickly winning public authority and sympathy of all levels of population. The economic and political program I. Iliescu came into power with was clearly socially oriented. The President of Romania still adheres to the policy aimed at creating a social market economy. He sees his country's future as inseparably linked with European integration and global changes in the world.

Z. Madej
Russia on the Eve of the 21st Century
The famous Polish economist's reflections about the fortunes of Russia and Eastern European countries are interesting not only for the analysis of the most important – turning'point – developments at the century change but also for the author's emotional perception of the processes underway. He considers economic and political problems of transformation and the tendencies characteristic of Central and Eastern Europe in the 21st century.

G. Springer
Consulting at the Sevice of Changes
In the Western countries management consulting is a developed business. In Russia it has been growing rapidly in the recent years. In our talk with the head of one of the leading European consulting companies Springer AG Dr. Gerd Springer, he points out some specific features of consulting in the financial service industry and gives some recommendations on its developing in Russia.

H. Zepp'LaRouche
Ways Out of the Global Systemic Financial Crisis
The looming crisis of the global financial system calls for taking real steps at the international level. There are several historical precedents which the global community can resort to in order to use the successful experience of dealing with serious economic and financial crises. From this point of view Franklin D. Roosevelt's 'New Deal' – the system of measures taken by the US government in 1933–1938 to overcome the consequences of the Great Depression – is, according to the author, of special interest.

K. Brutents
Yeltsin's Political "Birth"
Boris Yeltsin is undoubtedly an extraordinary person. At the best moments of his career he came forward as a major political figure. However he, as many politicians, was "created" by chance and circumstances. Radical democrats assigned him a part of a leader, having (not?) noticed the traits of his character able to produce tough political will and cynical political reckoning. But according to the author, the one who helped Yeltsin most (by his way of treating him, by his failures in conducting perestroika, and by his having overestimated his own abilities) was Mikhail Gorbachev…

V. Dashichev
The Soviet&American Dialogue in late 80s
The Soviet'American dialogue on the role of Eastern Europe in relations between the USSR and the USA took place in Washington (July 1988) and Moscow (July 1989). The Soviet party presented the paper outlining possible ways of balancing these countries' political interests, with the purpose of putting an end to the cold war and creating a new world order free from confrontation. The paper and the comments to it are published for the first time.
