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Summary

I.Gašparovic
Europe Needs Unity and Cooperation 
Having the status of an independent state since Czechoslovakia was split into two parts in 1993, Slovakia, one of the youngest European countries, grows quite rapidly in recent years. In the economic and social spheres this growth is facilitated by the large-scale economic restructuring, creation of a favorable investment climate and acceleration of institutional transformation. Slovakia's foreign relations have also undergone a qualitative change. The country has become a full member of the leading European organizations, the European Union and NATO, and joined the processes of economic and politico-military integration in their framework. Mir Peremen asked I. Gašparovic, the President of Slovakia, to evaluate these changes

L.Vardomsky
Russia: Socio-Economic Discrepancies and Federal Policy
Since V. Putin came to power, one of Russia's top political priorities has been securing its unity and territorial integrity, which have been threatened by the weakness of the federal centre and its limited ability to control political and socio-economic processes in the constituent entities of the Russian Federation. To avert this threat, what is necessary is not only to centralize power but also to more actively pursue the regional policy - developed with due consideration of the regional specifics - on the federal level.

I.Teodorovic, Z.Lovrincevic, G.Buturac
Changes in the Trade Structure of Transitional Economies 
The article aims at analyzing the changes in the trade structure of transitional economies, suggesting an explanation for the common and specific features of the comparative advantages dynamics, as well as for the countries' specialization in international trade, and revealing the interconnection between the countries' specializing in developing the intrasectoral trade, their trade structure, and the volume of foreign direct investment.

L.Zevin, N.Ushakova
Russia's Economic Cooperation with Developing Countries: Lost Opportunities 
The issue of positioning Russia in the world economy under globalization has been discussed over the whole period of perestroika and the reforms that followed it. But it is only now that this issue becomes of real importance, since during the protracted recession the Russian economy could not play an equal part in international relations. According to the authors, without Russia's more intense cooperation with the CIS countries and developing economies, its chances to rapidly modernize its economic structure will remain quite low.

E. Fritz
Partnership Between Russia, Germany and the EU: Present Situation and Prospects
In the EU countries, including Germany, the attitude of the political circles and representatives of the civil society towards Russia through the period of V. Putin's presidency has been determined by the will to further develop mutually beneficial comprehensive relationships with this country regarding it as a friend and a strategic partner. Hence their concern about Russia's adhering to the norms of democracy, human rights and the rule of law, and their wish that it succeed noticeably in this sphere, however gradual the progress might be, in both its domestic and foreign policies.

T.Parkhalina
New Security Challenges and NATO's Role
Qualitatively new international security challenges made the global community change its way of evaluating relations between the key players in the international political arena. Now, in the author's view, the countries of the world and the international and non-governmental organizations should reconsider the role of the existing institutions and learn how to build new structures in this sphere.

Yu. Davydov
Russia: Europe's Periphery? 
Today, the post-socialist Central and Eastern European countries account for about one third of the European Union and NATO, thus having an opportunity to influence, directly or indirectly, the Western policy towards Russia. That is why Russia faces and will face their sharp criticism of its policy and their negative attitude towards the possibility of its membership in the international organizations under the aegis of the West.

E.Wnuk-Lipinski
Solidarity, Round Table Discussions and Social Processes in Poland
When in 1980 the Solidarity movement emerged, it was a sign of the deep changes in the Polish social consciousness resulting in the formation of a political counter-elite and concepts of a possible alternative to the existing regime. The author mentions that, contents of the radical social transformation in Poland being evaluated positively, one should understand, however, that it did give rise to new problems, and the process of institutional change in the country is far from being completed.

B.Makarenko
Color Revolutions in the Context of Democratic Transition
Past experience shows that democratization of society as a conceptual basis for post-socialist reforms has been raising more and more doubts and controversy. In this connection both political science and practice need a more thorough analysis of the nature of democratic transition with its multiplicity of forms, varying paces of transformations, and even changes in these transformations' initial direction. This is what the article is about.

Open Letters
As time passes, the interest towards the issues of the Central and Eastern European countries' transformation does not wane but rather gets stronger, the depth of research and diversity of genres its results reach the audience in growing continuously. So, two outstanding European intellectuals, Bogdan J. Goralczyk from Poland and Laszlo Lengyel from Hungary, turned to the form of open letters. They exchange their views of the past and future of their countries, the situation in the region and in the world at large.
J.Sapir
It's Time to Get Radical
It is with these words that the economist Paul Krugman addressed his colleagues at the darkest hour of the 1998 financial crisis. In many respects the massive refusal by around 55% of the French to support the draft of the European Constitution on May 29, 2005, is a similar crisis for France and for Europe as a whole. To think that some minor adjustments could be a proper response to it would be a grave mistake. According to the author, what we witnessed was a crisis of the policy pursued by the elites in power during the past 20 years.

Kang Pyeong Ki
Russia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan: Fighting Terrorism and Religious 
Extremism After the cold war was over, traditional security threats have receded but the non-traditional ones, connected with terrorism, religious extremism, illegal drug trade, and ethnical conflicts, have become more virulent. The danger of direct aggression against Russia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan diminished, while that of indirect aggression increased, having evolved into an urgent problem. The governments of these countries have to focus on domestic imperatives caused by political instability, economic recession and social tensions. It is these new factors that attract growing attention to the issue of security and stability within the framework of the CIS. 
